Loues Labours lojti ^ 

LongmiUA am refolu’d, 'cis but a three yccrei faff:. 

Ihc mmdeftiall banquet, though the body pine. 

Eat paunches haue leant pates: and daintic bits 
Make rich the ribs, but banquerout the wits. #j 

Dumme, MylouingLord, Dumatte is mortified.,. 

T he grolTcr manner oi thefe worlds delights. 

He throwcsvpon the groire worlds bafer flaucs: 

To loue, to wealth, to pompe I pine and die, Ji 
With all thefe liuing iii-Philofophic. 

* Berovpne - 1 can but fay their proteftation cuer. 

So much, deere Liege, I haue already fwornc. 

That is, to liue and ftudy he ere three yecres. 

But there are other ftrltt oblcruafices : n- - 

As not to fee a woman in thatterme, 

Which 1 hope well is not enrolled there. 

And one day in a weeke to touch no food ; 

And but one meale on euery day befide: 

The which I hope is not enrolled there. 

And then to fleepc but three homes in the night , 

And not be feenc to winke of all the day. 

When I was wont to thinkc no harmc all night. 

And make a darke night too ofhalfethcday : 

Which 1 hope well issnot enrolled there. 

Q, thefe are barren taskes. too hard to keepe, 

Not to fee Ladycs, ftudy, faft, not fleepc . 

Ferd .. Your oath ispaft, to pafle away from thefe,,. 

Bero-w. Let me fay no my Licdge, and ifyoupleafe, 

1 onely fworetoihrdy with your grace, 

And ftayhcereinyourCourtforthrccyccrcsfpace. 

Longa. Youfwore to that Beroione, and tothe reft., 

Berorr. By yea and nay fir, then i fworc iniefl, . 

What isthe end offftidy, let me know i 

Fer. Why that to know which clie we fhould not'kcow. 

Bcr. Thiifgs hid & bard'you meanc)from common fcniis 
Ferd. I, that is Audits god-like recoinpence. 

Bero. Come on then, I w»ll fweare to ftudy, fo,-. 

Toknow thething I am forbid to know: 

As thus, to ftudy wherel well may dine , 

When. Ito© faft expreffely am forbid, 

1 GSf 


Longs Labours lop. 

Or ftudy whereto mecte feme Miftreffc fine, 

When Mi ft re lies from common fenfe are hid. 

Orhauingfworne too hard a keeping oath, 

Studie to breakc it, and not breake my troth. 

If ftudiesgain? be thus/and this be foe, 

•Studie kno wes that which yet it doth not know, 

Sweare me to this, and 1 will nec’re fay no. 

Ferd. Thefe be the flops that hinder ftudie quite, 

And traine our intellects to vaine delight . 

Her. Why ? alldclights are vaine, and that moft vain© 

Which with painc purchas’d.doth inherit paine, 

Aspair.cfuily to poare vpona Booke , 

To fccke thelight of truth, while truth the while 
i Dothfalfcly blindethe eyc-fight of his locke : 

. Light Seeking light, doth light of light beguile- 
So ereyou finde where light in darkcnelTe lies. 

Your light growes darke by loofing of your eyes. 

Studie me how to pleafe the eye indeede. 

By fixing it vpon a fairer eye, f 

Who dazling fo, that eye (hall be his heed # . 

And giue him light that it was blinded by, 

Studie is like the heauens glorious Sunnc, 

That will not be detpe fearch’d with fawey lookes $ 

Small hauccontinuall plodders cue? wonne, 
f Sauebafe authority from others Bookes. 

Thefe Earthly Godfathers of heauens lights,. 

That giue a name to euery fixed Starre, 

Haue no more profit of their fhining nights, 

Then thefe that walkeand wot not what they are, 

/f T^'inuch to know, isto know nought but fame: 

^|nd euery Godfather can giue a name, 

" 4 Fer „ How well hee’s read, to reafon againft reading. 

'Fum. Proceeded well, to flop all good proceeding. 

Lon. Hcs weedestbecorne, arfd ftill lets grow the weeding. 
Bcr. The fpringisneare when |>re<ne gcclTc arcabrccding,, 
"Bum, How.followcsthat ? - 

Ber. Fitin hisplacc’a'hd time* ■* . 

Bum. In reafon nothing. : J* 

Bcr. Somethingtitenifwife^ / ' 

— " A .% ' Ferd. . 
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